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highwaymen might suddenly attack us. Then we came to an
old monastery. The monks were so poor that they were going
without light. The only thing they could give us was por-
ridge. We spent the night there and started off again thejiext
morning. The wind had stopped. It was a much worse jour-
ney than the last one. The last was during the hot season,
but it was more agreeable than this, because, not only was
the weather terribly cold this time, but we always felt so in-
secure.- It was a good thing for us we were on the plain when
the storm arose. If it had come on while we were crossing the
Yellow River, I don't know what might have happened. I
vowed to offer a pig and a sheep to Heaven and Earth on
the first day of the twelfth month."
"Why did you go to the office before you came home?***
the Moon t^dy asked.
"Magistrate Hsia has been promoted to be an officer of the
Imperial Escort," Hsi-men said. "That is an appointment in
the Capital and he is not coming back here. The new captain
is Ho Ying-shou, a nephew of Eunuch Ho. He is a boy of
about twenty. He is quite ignorant and*the old eunuch begged
me to look after him. I couldn't leave him to find his own
way to the office. He knows nothing about the place. He has
bought Hsia's house for twelve hundred taels. I arranged it
all for him. He is going to send for his family as soon as
Hsia's people have left.
"I can't imagine who told Hsia about these promotions.
He sent a large sum of money to his Holiness Lin, and his
Holiness told Marshal Chu that he would like to retain his
present position for another three years instead of going to
the Capital. The Marshal spoke to his Eminence about the
matter and it made matters most awkward. If it hadn't been
for our kinsman Chai speaking on my behalf, I might have
lost my position. Our kinsman was very much annoyed. He
said I had been very careless. I can't think who told Magistrate
Hsia/'
"If you will forgive my saying so," his wife said, "you are
indeed careless. Whenever you hear anything, you tell it first
to one person and then to another. You like to show people
how rich and powerful you are. You carelessly let things slip,
and those who hear do not lose the opportunity. Then there

